One rare, poorly known species Sterculia striatiflora Mast. (Sterculiaceae/ Malvaceae) is recently recorded from the Arunachal Pradesh of India representing a new record to the flora of the country. The plant shares similarity with its closely related species viz. S. hamiltonii (Kuntze) Adelb. -a small tree or shrub found in N.E India, with its shrubby habit and flower structure, whereas differs from it in the plant height, panicle length and structure of perianth lobes. Detailed information are provided here for its identification.
INTRODUCTION
The conventional family Sterculiaceae (Bentham & Hooker 1862 -1883 Cronquist 1988) , consisting of some 70 genera and 1500 species, is a large taxon of tropical and subtropical regions (Cronquist 1988; Mabberly 2008) . The family is represented by 68 species covering 19 genera in India (Malick 1993) and it enjoys mostly the tropical and subtropical distribution and occasionally extending to the temperate regions of the world (Mitra et al. 2015) . The genus Sterculia L. is circumscribed by around 200 species worldwide (Mabberly 2008) . Materials for the Flora of Arunachal Pradesh (Hajra et al. 1996) recorded 9 species of this genus for the state. And, Kanjilal et al. (1934) recorded 8 species from the greater Assam comprising of Arunachal Pradesh and other Northeastern states. Masters (1874) recorded 31 species in The Flora of British India of which only two are shrubby under the Section Eusterculia, namely S. striatiflora Mast. and S. linguifolia Mast. Of these, S. striatiflora was described from Kachin of Myanmar (Burma), and S. linguifolia from Tavoy (Myanmar) of the earlier greater British India.
During the last week of February (2018) (2018) again it was collected from Jampa forest in Papum Pare District of the same state. Later on, on perusal of literature it was found to be S. striatiflora Mast. and is matching nicely with the Kew Herbarium image no. K000671639 (collected from Myanmar on 29.03.1837). From the extensive literature and herbarium survey it is now realized that the species was not earlier collected from India. powo.science.kew.org/taxon/urn:lsid:ipni.org:names:825479-1. From our literature survey and morphological studies we also reached to the conclusion that S. striatiflora is one distinct species. The herbarium and literature records show that, so far, the species was endemic to Myanmar region only [http://www.botanicus.org/primeocr/mbgserv14/botanicus3/b12950567/ 39088011697034/39088011697034_0388.txt]. So, the present collection of the species from two localities in Arunachal Pradesh expressed its extended distribution in India. However, in CAL or ASSAM herbaria there is no specimen of this species. The last known collection of the plant was well over a century back so it also the re-discovery of the species. Note: The plant shares similarity with its closely related species S. hamiltonii (Kuntze) Adelb. -a small tree or shrub found in N.E. India, with its shrubby habit and flower structure, whereas differs from it in the plant height, panicle length and structure of perianth lobes. Detailed information are provided here for its identification. Some important differences between these two species are presented in Table 1 to assist their easy recognition.
TAXONOMIC TREATMENT

